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Manipur minister submits Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav, North East,
resignation, to take final
the biggest cultural confluence of India
decision on Tuesday
Imphal, April 15 : Senior
Manipur Minister L.
Jayentakumar tendered
his resignation in protest
against uncalled for interference by Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh rocking
the month-old BJP-led
coalition government. He
said later that he has spoken to the Chief Minister
and would take a final
decision on Tuesday.
Jayentakumar who held
the Health portfolio and
three other departments
told reporters that he
would announce his decision on whether to remain
a minister after Chief
Minister Biren Singh
returns from Delhi on
Tuesday.
It will be premature to
take a decision in his
absence he said.
Jayentakumar had submitted his resignation letter on Friday evening in
protest against uncalled
for interference by Biren.
The Chief Minister later
rushed to Delhi to firefight the political threat it
was learnt.
Jayentakumar admitted
that the Chief Minister
had called him up to
enquire
for
reasons
behind his resignation. It
is understood that he had
ventilated his grievances
like interference in his
official work.
Biren in his capacity as
the Minister in charge of
the
Department
of
Personnel had suspended
Okram Ibomcha the
Health Director without
consulting Jayentakumar.
There was no specific
charge against Ibomcha.
The suspension order said
that it was to take disciplinary actions against
Ibomcha a close relative
of previous Congress
Chief Minister Okram
Ibobi Singh.
Jayentakumar is one of
the four MLAs of the
National People s Party
(NPP) who was sworn in
on March 15 when the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led
coalition government was
formed.Answering
queries from reporters on
the suspension of Health
Director Ibomcha the
Minister said the Chief
Minister had informed me
about this step.Asked if
the suspension was justified he told the reporters
You should ask the high
officials concerned.
Another grievance that
Jayentakumar had was
that despite his recommendation Dr Rajo the
family welfare director
was not made the interim
Health Director.Besides
he was not consulted
when
Biren
Singh
appointed an Advocate
General. Jayentakumar is
also the Law Minister.
Indications are that
Jayentakumar will agree
to withdraw his resignation if the Chief Minister
backs out from these two
appointments.The Chief
Minister has not made any
comment on the issue so
far.
In his resignation letter
the Minister says he is
thankful to the Chief
Minister for inducting
him in the ministry. But
he was not able to fulfil
his vision due to the interference.
Y. Joykumar NPP MLA
from Uripok who is a former Director General of
Police is also believed to
be unhappy. Joykumar
who is the Deputy Chief
Minister had reportedly
wanted the Home portfolio which is important in
insurgency-hit Manipur.
However Biren kept it
with him.
The coalition ministry
was sworn in on March
15. Nine MLAs of BJP
NPP Naga People s Front
LJP and Congress (who
changed loyalty) were
inducted. Three more
Ministers
and
12
Parliamentary secretaries
were sworn in on March
23.

New Delhi, Apr 15:The
fifth Rashtriya Sanskriti
Mahotsav was organized
by the Union Ministry of
Culture under the aegis of
Government of India in
North Eastern Region
from 23 to 31 March,
2017. The nine days cultural extravaganza showcased
the
Cultural
Heritage of India in different parts of North
Eastern
states
viz.
Dimapur in Nagaland,
Majuli in Assam, Imphal
in Manipur, Aizawl in
Mizoram, Gangtok in
Sikkim, Shillong in
Meghalaya and Khowai
in Tripura. The biggest
cultural festival of India
had confluence nearly
5000 artists from North
East India and 2000
artists from across the
country depicting almost
300 art forms of India. All
most all the art forms of
North East India have
been
showcased
in
Rashtriya
Sanskriti
Mahotsav
connecting
more than 4 crores audience of the region. With
the magnanimous effort
of Union Ministry of
Culture,
Government of India
supported
by
Government
of
Arunachal Pradesh, especially Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh, Shri Pema
Khandu, the festival was
inaugurated at a place
like Tawang. Despite natural oddities at Tawang,
Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Arunachal Pradesh,
Shri Pema Khandu,
Hon’ble Minister Art and
Culture, Government of
Arunachal Pradesh, Dr.

Mohesh Chai, Hon’ble
Member of Legislative
Assembly, Shri Tsering
Tashi graced the inaugural ceremony of the festival on 23 March at
Parade Ground in presence of Director of EZCC
(Kolkata) and Director
(I/C)
of
NEZCC
(Dimapur), Dr. Om
Prakash Bharti amidst
almost 5000 audience.
The closing ceremony of
the first series of
Rashtriya
Sanskriti
Mahotsav at Tawang on
25 March was graced by
Union Minister of State
for
Home
Affairs,
Government of India,
Shri Kiren Rijiju.
The enthralled audience of Tawang thronged
in thousands shutting
down their household
chores and professional
ventures to witness the
cultural programmes held
on the occasion of the
Rashtriya
Sanskriti
Mahotsav – North East.
Dance, music, theatre,
puppetry have been the
components of culture
since the dawn of Indian
civilization.
To preserve, promote
and popularize the heritage and cultural diversity of Indian culture and
reconnect the new generation with Indian culture,
the Union Ministry of
Culture had conceptualized Rashtriya Sanskriti
Mahotsav
in
2015.
Thereafter the festival has
been
organized
at
IGNCA of New Delhi (1
to 8 November, 2015 and
15 to 23 October, 2016),
Varanasi (17 to 24
December, 2016) and
Bengaluru (5 to 8 March,

2017). The fifth Rashtriya
Sanskkriti Mahotsav held
in North Eastern Region
of India exhibited folk
and classical art forms in
all its dimensions - dance,
music, theatre and puppetry. More than 250
dance and music traditions of India have been
showcased in the festival.
The
exhibition
on
Buddhist arts portrayed
the splendor of the cultural sphere nurtured on the
lap of Himalayas.
The Himalayan masks
and Thangka paintings
echoed the heritage of the
snow-capped
region.
Handicraft mela and food
fair organized on the
occasion of Rashtriya
Sanskriti Mahotsav also
exhibited the varied components
of
Indian
Cultural Heritage.
Rich and unique folk
theatrical art forms of
India including Nautanki
of Uttar Pradesh, Mughal
Tamasha of Odisha,
Bhand Patthar of Jammu
and Kashmir, Sang of
Haryana, Machh of
Madhya Pradesh, Natua
Nach of Bihar, Kharsawa
Chhau of Jharkhand,
Bidesiya of Bihar and
Ojhapali, Nangli Geet,
Bhari Gaan, Bhawaiya
and Kushan Gaan of
Assam have been showcased through Lok Rang
Mahotsav held on the
occasion of Rashtriya
Sanskriti Mahotsav in
Sipajhar,
Dudhnoi and Gouripur
of Assam from 27 to 30
March. The age old puppetry traditions of India
like Ravan Chawa of
Odisha, Kathputli of
Rajasthan,
Kalasutri

Bahulya of Maharashtra,
Laithibi
Jagoi
of
Manipur, Glove and Rod
puppet of Uttar Pradesh,
Manob Putul of West
Bengal and contemporary
puppets have been presented in 100 schools of
Guwahati
through Putul Tamasha
reaching almost 70,000
school students. Through
the sanskritik yatra,
artistes met and interacted with several tribes and
communities of almost
100 villages inhabiting in
the North Eastern states
of India thereby proliferating cultural exchange.
As the festival was
being
implemented
through the seven Zonal
Cultural Centres and
other cultural organizations under Ministry of
Culture,
it truly promote the cultural
inter-linkages
amongst the states thereby strengthening National
integration and also bind
the artists of other parts
of the country with the
people of North East in a
single thread of culture.
The North East Zone
Cultural
Centre
(NEZCC), Dimapur had
been entrusted as the
nodal agency to carry forward the execution of the
national cultural festival.
Each Zonal Cultural
Centre had been provided
with slots by the Union
Ministry of Culture to
present their art forms
during
the
festival.
Rashtriya
Sanskriti
Mahotsav has thereby
become an amalgamation
of ‘Ek Bharat, Srestha
Bharat’. The festival had
been convened at Holy

